Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

8-12-1946

Evangelical Visitor - August 12, 1946 Vol. LIX. No. 16.
Jesse W. Hoover

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1436
Recommended Citation
Hoover, Jesse W., "Evangelical Visitor - August 12, 1946 Vol. LIX. No. 16." (1946). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 1436.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1436

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

Volume

LIX

Nappanee,

Indiana,

August

12, 1496

Number

16

Entered as second' class matter, at the post office at Nappanee, Ind., under Act of Mar. 3 , 1879. Accepted for mailing at special rate of postage prorided in See. 1103, Act of Oct. 3 , 1 9 1 T .

7/te WUxkm a/ Qod in jj&L

•wa
•s®
•3©
•s®
•i®

1®

i®
•til

Agnes Hisey Olsen
0 ! where shall wisdom on the earth be found
The plade of understanding who shall know?
These loud seas foaming wrath where e'er they go,
O, fathome deep with mystery profound,
And coastal areas loving far around—
In them tie not that wisdom forth would show
Stability, nor healing mercies flow
In heavenly motions of soul-stirring sound.
And wisdom is not changed for Ophire gold,
The precious onyx nor the sapphire fair,
Nor any gem of ocean we behold!
Nothing in nature can with it compare,
For Ethiopea's topaz 'tis not sold—
Lo; who hath Christ doth mind of wisdom share!
—Detroit, Mich.
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Conference Echoes
"Imparting Immortal Destinies
During the Class Period"
Edward
TEXT:

Gilmore

Prov. 2 2 : 6 ; II Cor.

4:18.

do not purpose this afternoon to discuss
the age-old problem of child training.
I would like to discuss with you a few
minutes the privileges and responsibilities
that rest upon the Sunday School teacher
in shaping the destiny of those pupils
whom they have in their classes.
Every human being has to do with two
worlds. We have to do with this physical
life and with the eternal life. I wonder
sometimes in which we are the more interested. We look about us today and see
the emphasis that is put on the physical
and how little, in comparison, upon the
spiritual. We forget that this physical life
is of such short duration. It is said that
this physical is worth only 98 cents,
chemically. God said the soul is worth
more than the whole world. The soul is
immortal. "God breathed into man the
breath of life; man became a living soul."

I

These little children that are brought into the world have a soul to save. There
are rnany agencies that help to lead them
to Christ. One of these important agencies
is the Sunday School. They need to be
prepared to meet their God. The older I
get the more importance I see in child
evangelism. I believe we ought to do our
best to save our children. We ought to do
everything we can to help them find Christ
in their youth. If they do not find Christ
in their youthful days, they may never find
Him. Only eight per cent of the people
in the United States go to church every
Sunday morning and only two per cent
every Sunday evening. What can we expect of the next generation? Their destiny,
I am afraid, is being guided in the wrong
direction. We, who are Sunday School
workers and parents, need to do our best
to guide our little ones in the way of truth.
The public school teacher helps to shape
the destiny of our children in the ways of
the world. I am glad for the opportunities our children have today. But friends,
they only deal with the temporal; they
have little to do in guiding our boys and
girls in eternal things. The few minutes
in our Sunday School classes each week
are responsible minutes. We do not have
time to spend the hour in foolishness. Sitting before us in these classes are boys and
girls with souls to save. We have to do
with immortal things.
Our first duty in respect to the Sunday
School children is to lead them to Christ.
Education is of great va.lue during this life
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but spiritual attainment has to do with all
eternity. The Sunday School teacher has
to do with the heart, the public school
teacher with the brain. Sending them out
with head education and not heart education is like sending out a ship without a
rudder.
Our youth either will be won for Christ
or they will be lost. Many are being wasted
in sin and are spending their energies in
that which is loss. It has been said that
the first seven years of a child's life is the
time he receives either a "set" toward God
or away from Him. As farmers, we set
our trees and plants; we say we have a
good "set" or that they did not "set" very
well. Those little tots of ours receive a
set toward God and the church or the opposite way. A successful Sunday School
teacher will endeavor to see that they receive a "bent" toward God at least. I am
not one who believes in rushing our children into the church through the Sunday
School, but I believe we should encourage
them. I believe they should have a definite
experience of salvation. I wish that this
responsibility would so burn into our
hearts that we would see that these boys
and girls are either going to be saved or
they may be lost forever.
The Sunday School teacher teaches how
to live and how to die. We ought to teach
them how to live so that when death meets
them they can die in peace. William Jennings Bryan said that it is good to study
geology but it is more essential to learn
to know the Rock of Ages.
The Sunday School teacher needs first
to be a Christian himself. He must know
Christ in order to lead others to Christ.
How can a man or woman lead boys and
girls to know Christ as their Saviour if
they do not know Him themselves. We
need to know of a time when we were
saved and consecrated. We need to pray
as we go before our classes that we can
lead them to Christ and guide them in
their eternal destiny. For if a child dies
and goes to hell, it had been better had
he not been born.
Which world are our boys and girls getting along well in? We need to guide
them in the paths that are worthwhile—
help them to see that the things that are
eternal are the important things in life.
Our children are inspired by heroic
deeds of men and women. As a child, my
soul was stirred by the story of David
Livingstone. Let us hold up to our children, men and women who have sacrificed
their lives for God. We need more men
and women on the fields of Africa and
India, and of those who have gone, many
can point back to the Sunday School teacher who has helped to guide them there.

I am not disregarding the home. Of
course the home has the first and the greatest responsibility. But the Sunday School
has a great responsibility, too. Heaven
alone will reveal the fruitage of our teaching. We may think it is not worthwhile.
Sometimes we may get discouraged with
our problem, but keep on for you may
guide some soul to its heavenly destiny.
That will pay!—General Conference 1946.

Sparks From Different Anvils
S. G. Engle
^"Faith

if it hath not works is dead."
—Jam. 2:26.
The poorest man is the one who has
nothing but money.
In prayer we need to seek Him earnestly
and often.
Christians suffer if they strip from themselves the bands of discipline.
The most precious possession for you to
consecrate is yourself.
The reality of our faith, is proved by
the depths of our consecration.
The reality of consecration, through the
reality of faith, will always touch the real

self.
"Do good and lend hoping for nothing
again." Luke 6:35. Don't fee1 hurt when
credit misses you. All we have we received.
It may be good to be a great man, but
it is greater to be a good man.
You can't join the church, you must be
born into it. But you can join any organization you choose and be no better.
His waiting saints God brings to the
valley of the shadow of death at the breaking of the day.
Our wills are ours, We know not how.
Our wills are ours to make them Thine.
—Tennyson
A will, completely
surrendered
to
Christ, will insure us patience.—Bassett.
—Harrisburg, Pa.
Cattleboat Attendants
A number of men from Brethren in
Christ communities and from the CPS Reserve are sailing as livestock attendants on
UNRRA shipments to Europe. They dock
at Gdansk (Danzig), Trieste and Bremen.
Any minister or pastor who wishes to work
with the men as a livestock attendant and
to assist with the religious, educational,
and recreational life of the group may
write to the CPS Section, Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pa. Present arrangements for UNRRA cattle shipments
may discontinue at the end of 1946 if
UNRRA is not extended beyond that time.
"Real Christians, those who have been
truly born again of the Spirit, have a living experience of salvation. With them
speculation has been left behind; they have
entered the realm of knowledge. Experimental religion, and nothing short-of it
is the real need of today."
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Editorial
"Sibboleth"
IBLE students will immediately recall
the incident. (Judges 12). There was
a controversy between the men of Ephraim
and the men of Gilead. It seems that the
Ephraimites accused Jephatha and the
Gileadites of lack of cooperation, whereas the truth was that the Ephraimites were
at fault in not responding to the appeal
of the Gileadites for help. In modern
terminology, it appears like a "frame-up"'
by the Ephraimites. For what purpose we
do not know, but perhaps back of it was
jealousy as is so frequently the case when
there is difficulty between co-religionists.

B

Jephthah plead innocence of the unjust
and altogether ungrounded charge, explaining that they had appealed for help
from Ephraim. But when such assistance
was not forth-coming they trusted in God,
took the offensive and achieved a great
victory. And then these two tribes of Israelites, blood-brothers and common followers of the one God, came to blows
among themselves. Because the motives of
the men of Gilead were clean, the Lord
again granted them a great victory over
Ephraim; so great was the victory, in fact,
that Ephraim's retreat was cut off at the
ford of "-the Jordan. In order to discover
the fleeing, beaten men of Ephraim, the
men of Gilead conceived the plan of asking them to pronounce the word "Shibboleth" which means stream or flood. The
men of Ephraim could not properly enunciate the word but said "Sibboleth" instead, in much the same way as a dutch
tongue says "wery" instead of "very."
The men of Ephraim were discovered.
Their linguistic handicaps betrayed them.
They attempted to sneak across the fords
under false pretenses, but their speech
gave them away. Their tongues could not
completely cover up the deceptive purposes of their hearts.
There are many in the ranks of Christian profession who are muttering sibboleths in this evening of the age. It is
one of the regrettable tendencies of this
time of apostasy that there seems to be so
few watchmen at the fords of Jordan who
have discernment to detect the lisping pretenders. Far too many are getting by with
a tawdry approximation to the watchword
of the Kingdom. There is far too much
"double talk." There is a veritable deluge
of "lip service as men pleasers." There
is a heaping to ourselves "teachers having- itching ears."
Nor is it necessary to go beyond the
borders of our own inheritance to discover them. There are far too many within
our own Brotherhood who say they believe
in certain things, but they have "mental

reservations." It is what is termed in educational circles "intellectual dishonesty."
There is a tragic lack of fundamental integrity in relation to profession of belief
in and support of the vital doctrines of the
Church. When they sound the watchword
they stutter and lisp a sickly "Sibboleth"
instead of an uncompromising, unblushing
"reason for the hope."
Such pretenses "get by" with many people. But there are some fine people who
live close enough to God that they have a
spirit of discernment. And there are others who just have a natural gift for seeing
through veneers. Besides, as Abraham
Lincoln once said: "You can fool some of
the people all the time, and all of the people some of the time; but you cannot fool
all the people all the time." Sooner or
later such hypocrisy is uncovered.
We have arrived at the disconcerting
stage in Church affairs where we are beginning to employ a multiplicity of nicesounding phrases to cover up our unwillingness to meet issues squarely. And the
alarming thing about it is that we are beginning to employ such evasive methods
in our official pronouncements. There is an
excess of verbiage and an agonizing dearth
of meaning. There are issues which are
vital and basic to the very continuation
and usefulness of the Church which have
been repeatedly examined. There have
been wide discrepancies between our official profession and our actual practice.
There has been a continuing conviction
that this great gap should be bridged and
the inconsistencies resolved. Hour's of
consideration and much energy is given to
wrestling with these problems. The result
is usually a profusion of very generalized
platitudes and reaffirmations of adherence
to the standard as given in our Constitution. But the practical problem of the
consistent application of those ideals and
the practical task of finding methods of
making our practice consonant with our
profession, are altogether evaded. Sibboleth !
If as a Church we mean what we profess by our official statements, we are duty
bound to put them into practice. We
evoke the disgust of God and the contempt
of the world by our evasive, nice sounding idealism without putting any practical
content into them. It would be far better
to be honest about it. If we cannot and
do not intend to attempt to actually
practice any given principle, we would
merit far more respect if we would stop
professing to hold it. But there are those
who believe yet in this day of widespread
apostasy that if a Scriptural principle is
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involved it should be consistently applied
and held by those who believe in it regardless of those who would disannual it.
And there are those who believe that the
harmonious, effective witness of those who
do actually believe in certain particular
principles should not be prevented by
those who scorn them. It is possible for
a very small minority to short-circuit certain efforts. It is possible for a mere handful of persons who do not have any highei
appreciation of personal integrity to sabotage the honest and earnest efforts of a
group along certain lines. A few obstreperous individuals can make it virtually impossible for the group to make an
effective witness on certain distinctive
lines because of their inconsistency. To
say the least this is very unfair to the majority of the group.
But the disconcerting thing is that we
are unwilling to come actually to grips
with the problems. We continue to proclaim by our official pronouncements that
we do hold to certain standards. But we
give the lie to our profession by our wide
divergence in practice. And we coast
along year after year without making any
real effort to bring our practice into line
with our profession. Each passing year
makes it so much more difficult to institute
any practical measures for the consistent
application of our professed beliefs. This
is very disillusioning and confusing to the
uninitiated. They wonder just what we do
mean after all.
Let's either begin tackling the problem
of practical methods of consistent application of our vaunted principles, or let's stop
boasting about holding such principles. If
we are honest with ourselves and before
God, we cannot with good face much longer continue to profess certain standards
unless we begin to make an honest effort
to work out methods of consistent practice.

ff.(W. ®e.
If there ever was a time when the
Church needed men of conviction and
courage, that time is now. Those nambypamby fellows who have no fixed faith, no
positive message, no holy zeal kindled with
love for Christ and lost humanity, will
make no real contribution to the spiritual
life of the Church, or the good morals of
the country. Your boastful truth seekers
who have not yet arrived, who are ever
learning and never able to learn anything
positive enough to become a glad, fearless
herald of a gospel with power to save,
ought to be chased out of the pulpits of
the land. We want preachers who believe
vital, Bible truth, who feel within themselves the power and life of the truths they
believe, and preach them with convincing,
saving power. Conviction and courage are
the need of the hour.—H. C Morrison
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Holiness Unto the Lord
Shouting
C. C. McCabe
ou do not believe in shouting? I am
Y
sorry. It annoys you, does it? Have
you ever stopped to ask why it annoys
you? Tell the truth, have you not been
so egotistical as to conclude that of course
you are just in the right spiritual condition yourself to make you a competent
judge of the propriety of shouting the
praise of God?
The sweetest note that ever fell from an
angel's harp would be only another discord in the jangle of some tunes. Now,
may it not be that your whole heart is so
out of tune with any sort of worship but
what is formal, cold, lifeless and dreadfully proper, that you would not know the
bells of heaven if you should hear them
ringing? Last Sabbath, while your pastor was preaching from the text, "He was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich,"
that poor washerwoman up in .the "Amencorner," with a little fatherless boy on
either side of her was wonderfully happy.
First there was a light, a strange, unearthly light, gleaming upon her tearstained cheeks; and then, when the preacher described the wealth there is in Jesus,
that poor woman, though by nature as
modest as you are, and shrinking ever
from the public gaze, yet her cup of blessing ran over; she raised her withered
hands, she clapped them in holy rapture,
shouted, "Glory! glory! GLORY TO G O D / "
until the church rang again, and the
preacher stopped preaching, and covered
his face with his hands and wept for joy.
Did you observe how awe-stricken her
children seemed while they gazed upon
her? Ah! well they knew the story of
those wrinkled hands that kept toiling on
that they might have bread! Those beautiful hands! Well they knew how their humble home was illuminated and made glorious by her saintly life; but they do not
know just yet how tightly her grave will
hold them to truth and virtue when she is
dead. They do not know just yet how unspeakably sacred will be to them the old
Bible from which she reads, the old chair
in which she sits. They do not know as
yet how the echo of her voice will sound
in the very depths of their souls in temptation's darkest hours. Yet her shouting
troubled you. You said something to your
neighbor in the next pew about "feebleminded and uncultivated people." Ah! my
friend, you never saw the inside of heaven
from the depths of poverty and the midnight of sorrow.
Yesterday I visited Mother Stoner. She
resides in Lewiston, Pennsylvania. Mother

Stoner is eighty-five years old and lies upon a bed of ceaseless pain. Heart and flesh
are failing fast. Many years ago she was
called "the shouting Methodist." Even the
little boys used to follow her in the streets
and cry "Glory!" after her as she passed
along. She has been shouting ever since.
Yesterday we were singing, "Let me go,
'tis Jesus calls me," and the old familiar
"Glory!" came from her aged lips, and
her dim eyes lighted up with joy, and she
waved her hands in token of victory.
Brother Sears, her pastor, shouted with
her. Who is Mother Stoner?
Many years ago she was exalted to the
high position of Sabbath school teacher.
One day she saw a little white-haired boy
lingering about the door of the church.
She went out, laid her hand upon his head
and invited him into her class. Some time
afterward she led him to the mourner's
bench. He became converted to God, and
Mother Stoner shouted over him.
That boy became an able preacher of
the Gospel. He has been a missionary, he
has been editor of the Ladies'
Repository,
he is now Bishop Wiley and will some day
be a redeemed saint before the throne of
God.
In another room of the same house with
Mother Stoner lies a beloved daughter,
who for ten years has not been able to
leave her bed. Is she happy? In many a
day's journey you will not look upon so
restful a face as hers. "His will, not mine,
be done," she said. She is educated, fitted
for society, young enough to enjoy the
world with keenest delight; but there she
lies, exulting in the Lord, shouting for joy
the Saviour's name.
I want to tell you a story. Years ago,
at the Round Lake camp meeting, a company of these "full-cup" Christians were
talking upon this subject. One lady, whose
face looked like the Sea of Galilee after it
heard the "Peace, be still," of Jesus, arose
and said: "Friends, I have had to bear this
cross of shouting all my Christian life.
When I was converted God saved me wonderfully. I could not restrain my shouts
of praise. My father was a presiding elder.
He used to take me with him on his district. I would shout under my own father's
preaching.
"Several times he reproved me sharply.
He said to me one day, as we were riding
home together, 'Not so fast, Susan; not so
fast'; and intimated that my conduct was
not pleasing to many Christians who had
been long in the way. I tried to reform,
but failed to do s o ; and after a time my
father became reconciled to my ways.
"Years sped on and my father came
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down to die. When he saw his sickness
• was unto death, he began to examine carefully the foundations of his faith. A
strange gloom hung over his mind. It was
so different from what he had expected. He
prayed much, but found no relief.
"At last he said, 'Please, let all retire
from the room but Susan.' My mother,
brothers and sisters went out, and I was
left alone with him. The struggle was
severe, but victory came. His soul was
filled with joy unspeakable. 'Call them
in now,' he said; 'but, Susan, stand by me
when I am dying, and shout me through.'
-1 had to do it, and the last thing I heard
my father say was, 'Go ahead, Susan; go
ahead!' "
The lady sat down. There was a flash
of light as though a window had been suddenly opened in heaven.
You do not believe in shouting? Do you
believe the Bible? Have you searched the
Scriptures upon this subject? There was
shouting when the world was created.
There was shouting when Christ was born
in Bethlehem. There has been shouting
all along the line of march from Pentecost
till now. There has been shouting at millions of death-beds. There has been shouting on the rack, shouting in prison, and
shouting at the stake; and there will be
shouting when the world is on fire and the
elements are melting with fervent heat.
There will be shouting when the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, and with the voice of an archangel
and with the trump of God.
And when the graves give up their dead
and the followers of Jesus who are alive
and remain shall be caught up to meet the
Lord in the air; when the ransomed of the
Lord return to Zion; when the gates shall
lift their heids for the King of Glory and
all the hosts of the redeemed—there will
be shouting then.
Yes, dear refined lady, shouting right in
the best society of the universe! Shouting
in the temple, in the palace, on the walls,
in the streets, over the crystal sea, far out
upon the outmost verge of light—there
will be shouting. Like the voice of great
multitudes, like the noise of many waters,
like the sound of mighty thunderings, they
will all be shouting, "Halleluia! the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth!"
That eld washer-woman, with her little
boys, will be at it again. Old Mother
Stoner will be at it again. Calm John
Wesley will be at it, and may, possibly
remark, "This reminds me of Fetter Lane
that New Year's night when Methodism
was born." Peter may say to John, "I have
not seen anything like this since the day
of Pentecost."
Oh, it will be a wonderful time when all
the saints of God get home! God grant
that you may be there! And if you are
there, your soul will be in harmony with
(Continued on opposite page)
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Prayer Corner
The Prayer Life

prevail in prayer and this is true greatness; this is power.

"What a change one short hour spent in
Thy presence will prevail to make,
What heavy burdens from our bosoms
take;
What parched ground refresh as with a
shower,
We kneel how weak, we rise how full of
power.
Why is it then we do ourselves this
wrong
And others, ' that we are not always
strong?"'
—Trench.

This spiritual illumination will shine
not only in us but from us. That which
is in us will radiate from us. There will
be an outlet as well as an inlet and others
will feel the power of the "prayer life."

T would be helpful to commit to memory
and often repeat and meditate on these
beautiful lines: "Prayer changes things."'
When in the spirit of prayer an hour seems
short. An hour with Christ transforms the
life. It lifts the heavy burdens. It refreshes
and fructifies the spirit. It makes the weak
strong.
By neglecting it we do a double wrong,
for by prayer we are made a blessing to
others as well as to ourselves.
The prayer life brings spiritual revelations, truth is made clear. This understanding of spiritual things goes a long way in
helping-.us to prevail in prayer. While we
do not know of ourselves how to pray as
we ought, the Holy Spirit will illuminate,
and the more prayer the more illumination. The clearer' the vision, the firmer the
faith, the stronger the grasp of our oneness with God, and we find the kingdom
of Love, Power and Life in ourselves; then
we shall know Him and the power of His
resurrection."
God is saying: "Come up higher; know
Me; seek first the kingdom of heaven; set
your affections on things above; abide in
Me; ask and ye shall receive."
If we dwell in Jesus we shall not abide
in darkness, for He is the true light which
lighteth every one that walks with Him.
With this spiritual understanding old
things will pass away, the Bible will become a new book and our lives will be
powerful and happy. When we have fully
found God we will become more interested
in others and we will use the light we have
received in helping them. We cannot all
be great scholars, but we can all learn to

I

the scene, and shouting will never disturb
you any more.
A consistent life, a steadfast faith, a
victorious experience of the saving power
of Christ, will give you a right to shout
the praise of God here in this world.
Praise ye the Lord.—Way of Faith.
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The Prayer Life reveals to us the secret
of His presence and shows us the secret
place where we dwell in safety. See 91st
Ps.
The Prayer Life strengthens, develops
and perfects our faith. Where there is
much prayer there is a boost and boom to
faith. Doubt paralyzes; faith is productive of marvelous results. "All things are
possible to him that believeth." Jesus said
it and who will dare to dispute it? The
heroes of faith in the 11th of Heb. "Subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, women received their dead to life
again" and much more.
Read it and see if there is anything
greater you want, and since it is impossible to please God without faith, the more
we ask the better it pleases Him. His word
assures us that according to our faith so
shall it be because we are inexpressibly
dear to him.
His love will never let us go,
His love will never say us, " N o "
So long as we meet the conditions. The
supply of every good awaits the demand,
but the demand must be made by faith.
The moment we touch the secret spring,
it starts the good we want on its way to
us." God always puts the good desire in
us so the desire is a pledge that he will
grant it. "Before they call I will answer";
"Delight thyself in the Lord and He will
give thee the desires of thine heart."
The prayer life is followed by the victory life, the restful life, the efficient life,
the overcoming life, the abundant life.
The neglect of the prayer life leads lo
defeat, to unrest, to inefficiency, to doubt,
to paralysis. It would be better to neglect
many things that seem necessary than to
neglect frequent communion with God. Of
course conditions must be met. (a) We
must "ask." (b) We must ask in faith,
(c) We must ask "unselfishly." (d) There
must be no sin in us (Ps. 6 6 : 1 8 ) . (e) .We
must forgive (Matt. 6:15). (f) We must
be importunate (Luke 18:1-5). (g) Ask
in Jesus' Name (Jn. 14:14).
Our God who made all laws in the natural and spiritual realms made them all

245

flexible enough not to interfere with the
law of believing prayer.
The testimonies of answered prayer
c*ome from every age and from every part
of the earth. They have filled many books
and are legion. In a great crisis in my
own life I spent two hours on my knees
and during those hours God was working
out for me a great deliverance and I knew
it not until the following day. It was the
most profitable two hours of my whole
life.
My wife told me a few days ago that
once when in doubt as to the moral quality
of a certain procedure she asked the Lord
at a communion service that if the thing
was wrong the bread and wine might not
be given her at the altar. She was kneeling with others when without any reason
for it, by some strange inadvertence neither of the elements were given her. She
believed the Lord condescended to her proposal and she made her decision accordingly. Such an omission had never occurred before.
Prayer has been answered for wayward
children, for bodily ills, for revivals and
almost everything else. Jesus meant it
when He said: If thou canst believe, all
things are possible. This is a part of our
joint heirship with Christ. As the Father
heard the Son so He will hear the rest of
His children, and assures us that He will
do exceeding abundantly above all we ask
or think. Let all Christians double up
their time given to prayer, remembering
"The Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence and the violent take it by force.
"Then heaven will come down our souls
to greet,
While glory crowns the mercy seat."
—Unknown.

Prayer Requests
From Center County, Penna.—A request
for prayer for a brother who is ill in
body, that God may touch and heal him.
> m*m t

Faith
Faith is the acceptance of God's mercy
and grace in Christ Jesus. The grace of
faith, or the power of believing, is the gift
of God. The act of faith, or actual believing, is the exercise of that power. When
God presents His truth to us, it is not a
matter of indifference whether we accept
or reject it. He holds us accountable for
the exercise of the faith which He has
given us. "He that believeth not is condemned already." And to every contrite,
anxious soul that wills to believe, the power so to do will be given by the Holy
Ghost.—D. Clark.
Rejecting the truth is one of the worst
sins of this age.
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Doctrine
Slander—A Dangerous Weapon
Oswald J.

N

Smith

o Christian worker can take up the
sword of slander and escape the consequences. "All they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword" (Matt. 2 6 :
5 2 ) . So spake Jesus, and history has repeatedly borne testimony to the truthfulness of His warning. Men who have slandered others have either been ruined by
slander themselves, or have been judged
by God with death. And it makes no difference whatever, be it borne in mind,
whether the slander is true or false—the
result is the same. Judgment is God's prerogative, not man's. His word is "Touch
not mine anointed, and do my prophets no
h a r m " (Psa. 105:15). The statements
made may be absolutely true, but since no
mere man is capable of judging, God's
servants are accountable to Him and Him
alone. And woe betide the man who dares
to set himself up as a judge and publicly
slander his fellow workers! God will not
let it pass.
I could tell of more than one, guilty of
the awful sin of slander, who has been
judged by death, and in some cases, sudden death. "For all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword." Drastic measures may be used. "Who art thou
that judgest another man's servant? to his
own master he standeth or falleth. But
why dost thou judge thy brother? or why
dost thou set at nought thy brother? for
we shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ . . . Let us not therefore
judge one another any more" (Rom. 14:
4, 10, 1 3 ) . Oh, that we might make that
our life resolution! In the face of the
words of our Lord, how can we do otherwise? For the things of which we accuse
others, in all probability, we ourselves are
guilty, and more so, though we know it
not.
"Judge not, that ye be not juged. For
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged: and with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again. And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother's eye but considerest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out
the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite,
first cast out the beam out of thine own
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye"
• (Matt. 6:1-5).
Remember this, my friend: he who slanders is working with the Devil. Satan is
a slanderer. He is continually accusing us
before God. That is his biggest job and
his most destructive work. 0 my brother,

are you going to do the Devil's work? Are
you letting him use you as one of his slanderers? God help you! What carnality!
Oh, what a tragedy; God's child, but the
Devil's agent! God's servants working for
the Devil! A slanderer, an accuser in the
pay of the enemy! What a disgraceful
state of affairs! Once more I warn you:
"All they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword."
"I would rather play with forked lightning," says A. B. Simpson, "or take in my
hands living wires, with their fiery currents, than speak a reckless word against
any servant of Christ, or idly repeat the
slanderous darts which thousands of Christians are hurling on others, to the hurt of
their own souls and bodies.
"You may often wonder, perhaps, why
your sickness is not healed, your spirit not
filled with the joy of the Holy Ghost, or
your life not blessed and prosperous. It
may be that some dart which you have
flung with angry voice, or in an idle hour
of thoughtless gossip, is pursuing you on
its way, as it describes the circle which
always brings back to the source from
which it came every shaft of bitterness,
and every idle and evil word. Let us remember that when we persecute and hurt
the children of God, we are but persecuting Him, and hurting ourselves far more."
"The tongue," quotes another, "is an unruly member that no man can tame. 'It is
set on fire of hell . . . it is an unruly
evil, full of deadly poison.' Truer words
were never written. The whole course of

Exceeding Abundance
Virginia D. Simrns
Not only is it in our Fathers grace
To give good gifts to those who seek His
face,
But 'tis His pleasure to delight the eyes
Of those He loves with many a sweet surprise.
I thought the way was dark He bade me go,
A Vale of Shades, beset by every woe;
But now I find a light upon my way
That shvneth more unto the perfect day;
And, yielding to His guidance, I can see
Haw both His rod and staff they comfort

I thought it was a life of toil He asked,
The head bowed down, and
shoulders
heavy-tasked;
But now I find, instead, when bofne aright,
His yoke is easy and His burden light,
And best of His surprises yet, to me,
Submission—to His will—means
victory.
— S . S. Times.
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human history and individual experience
has proved this true. One of the greatest
evils that afflict the world today is that of
gossiping and talebearing. You find it
everywhere you go. It is rife in the business world, in the office, and in the factory.
Its evil influence has permeated every strata of society, from the palace to the slum,
and it rears its ugly head in the Church as
many Christians have known from painful
experience. The tongue of the gossiper has
destroyed empires and has cast down many
mighty men. Ruined lives, blighted homes,
broken hearts, and sundered friendships
have been caused by the talebearer and
.through the chatter of idle tongues. Coleridge sings in a sad but truthful refrain:
" 'Alas, they have been friends in youth,
But whispering tongues can poison
truth.'
"Yes, the apostle knew whereof he spoke
when he characterized the idle tongue that
retails gossip and secondhand stories as
being 'set on fire of hell.' My brethren,
these things should not be. Were it possible to see the terrible effects on some
lives of the retailing of a piece of gossip,
most Christian people, we believe, would
rather cut out their tongues than give utterance to 'detraction's idle tale.'
"Too late, sometimes, people learn what
harm has been wrought by giving too
ready a tongue to pass it on.
'Behold,
how great a matter a little fire kindleth!'
the Apostle also wrote. Regarding the
tongue, Jean Blewett, in her own expressive way writes:
" 'The man who with the breath lent him
• by heaven
Speaks words that soil the whiteness of
a life
Is but a murderer, for death is given
As surely by the tongue as by the knife.'
"Nothing is more needed in this world
today than the manifestation of the Spirit
of Christ, that will scorn to speak evil of
another when no good purpose can possibly be accomplished. The flower of
Christian character will never bloom in an
atmosphere of slander and distraction."
Brethren, where are we heading? Fifty
years from now our work will all be done;
for many of us, much sooner. What will
it mean, I wonder, as we stand together at
the judgment seat of Christ? How ashamed some of us will be. Will we not be
sorry we did not leave the judging of one
another to the appointed day? For many
we condemned on earth will be lauded at
the Bema, and many whom we approved
on earth will be condemned then.
May God help us to always live, think,
act, and speak in the light of eternity!
Then, instead of getting our eyes on man
and judging him, watching for either his
virtues or his faults, we will keep our
eyes fixed on the Christ who indwells him,
and see no man save Jesus only.—Alliance
Weekly.
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The Preparation for Sunday
Joshua

Stauffer

"And that day was the preparation, and
the sabbath drew on."—Luke 23:54.
N THE Jewish calendar, one day in each
week was considered as "the day of preparation" which always was the day preceding the sabbath. Mark, the writer of
the second Gospel, says, of the day of
preparation, "that is the day before the
sabbath" (Mk. 15:42). In the first seven
days God worked six days and finished His
work before "the sabbath, then He rested,
that is, ceased from His labors. This principle might well be adopted by all Christians. Many people are never through
with their work in six days and this they
do on Sunday.

I

One-tenth of Means Belongs to God
God gives ten-tenths material blessings
unto man and all He asks is one-tenth.
One-tenth belongs to God, and He allows
man to keep nine-tenths. The tithe is the
Lord's. We think we give the Lord onetenth, but do we consider that He gives us
ten-tenths? One-tenth is the minimum of
our giving. In one sense man has not given
anything when only the tithe is given. Onetenth is tithe, not offering. A man robs
God when he does not pay his tithe. Man
really has only begun to give when it is
taken out of the nine-tenths.
Desire lh-: Lord's Day
Sunday should be borne in heart and
mind all through the week and welcome its
coming with delight. The sabbath of the
Old Testamei.. to the last sabbath, the day
following Christ's death and the day preceding His resurrection, was a day for the
cessation of labor and a day for rest for
the Jews. The first day of the week, the
Christian's Sunday, also should be a day
for the cessation of servile work, a day for
intense gospel labors, the assembling for
divine worship and rest, if not actively engaged for the Lord. To the Jews, the day
preceding their sabbath, was called "the
day of preparation." This term was common in the Gospels and always referred to
the day preceding the sabbath. It had to
do with the getting ready, so that the sabbath could be properly observed. In the
wilderness, Israel gathered twice as much
manna on the day before the sabbath and
none on the seventh day. All work was
done so that very little needed to be done
on the sabbath.
A Good Principle
We may learn a good principle in that
for us even today.
Sunday should be
given entirely to worship and holy labors.
As little as possible should be done on Sunday. All work as far as possible should
be planned for and done during the week
days, especially the day before Sunday.
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It seems that people are so busy and have
too much to do, they put some work off to
be done on Sunday.
How to Get Ready for Sunday
Saturday should be the Christian's "day
of preparation" to get ready for Sunday.
Work should be stopped early enough on
Saturday to allow time to get ready for
Sunday. Many work so late, then do their
shopping and the midnight hour draws
nigh before they retire for the night. Then
they rob God of His day by staying in bed,
and by getting up late to go to Sunday
School or worship services. If they go,
they are late, which is not a fair deal to^,
themselves, the church, nor God. This is
not right and should not be so.
Do the shopping early; and if any wood
or kindling needs to be cut, do so on Saturday, and cut enough to last over Sunday,
so that none needs to be cut on Sunday.
Men should make it a policy not to go to
the. barber shop too late Saturday evening,
and if possible arrange for this at some
earlier hour. Many barbers excuse themselves from going to any services on Sunday because they serve men too late on
Saturday.
If you are a farmer and have chores to
do, do as much as possible on Saturday
in getting things ready, so that as little as
possible needs to be done on Sunday.
If you drive a car, see that it is fully
serviced, that is, the tires checked, the oil
and gasoline replenished so that none
needs to be purchased on Sunday.
Let the women do their part in cleaning
the house, dusting the furniture and do a
little extra baking, so that the Sunday
meals may be prepared with ease and little
labor. It requires some families three or
four hours to prepare dinner on Sunday,
and they work harder in the kitchen on
Sunday than any other day in the week. A
few Christian families have learned the art
of getting ready, and they have a good
meal ready in thirty minutes after coming
home from the morning service. We wish
this number might increase. Those who
do not know how should go to some good
Christian mother and learn the blessed art
of getting ready on Saturday, of going to
church Sunday morning, and then getting a
decent Sunday dinner in a short time. It
is a sin to be lazy on Sunday, to ignore
God and to become a glutton besides.
If any teach a Sunday School class, let
them prepare their lessons well during the
week, and the same for any other duties to
be performed on Sunday.
Let us make the preparation on Saturday for Sunday, go to bed early Saturday
evening, get up early Sunday morning to
give God our very best, then God will be
pleased and we will be blessed and enjoy
the day with God.
Then on Sunday morning we can get up
in time and go to God's house without be-
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ing late or fatigued, and we can take our
place and sing:
'Safely through another week,
God has brought us on our way;
Let us each a blessing seek,
Waiting in His courts today—
Day of all the week the best,
Emblem of eternal rest."
—Selected.

Unanswered Prayers
"Now I beseech you, brethren, for the
Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love
of the Spirit, that ye strive together with
me in your prayers to God for me; that I
may be delivered from them tliat do not
believe in Judea; and that my service
which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; thai I may come to you
with joy by the will of God—" (Rom. 15:
30-32).
Had Paul a presentiment of the troubles
to come at Jerusalem? It appears to have
been so from these words. Note his
urgent appeal to the brethren to pray; "by
our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of
the Spirit," not simply to pray, but to
"strive in your prayers to God on my behalf." The language is unusual; and then
he states three things definitely that they
shall pray for:
"Delivered from the unbelievers in Judea.
"My service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,
"So that by God's will I may come to you
• with joy."
The first petition was answered; Paul
escaped, delivered by the mighty hand of
God using a nephew and the Roman power. See the story in Acts 23. Of the second
we have no record, only silence; and as
often is true, the silence is eloquent. As
to the third he came to Rome, but not to
visit the church there.
Somehow I cannot but feel in the light
of the record as noted in these three studies that God had planned differently for
Paul, but—see Acts 2 1 . The lesson for us
is two-fold. Always as Jesus taught, "Thy
will be done," and that God often answers
our prayers better than we asked. And
most wonderful of all, is God's patience
with us and our blundering mistakes, not
to call them by any harsher name. We
lose fellowship when we take our own way,
we suffer, the testimony suffers, but God
does not forsake us.
Lord, help us to live in that fellowship
that we may pray according to thy will;
and when we fail, do thou not fail us, but
lead us in the way thou woulds't have us
go.—Azimuth.
If you want to train children to- disobey
God, just train them to disobey you.
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Announcements
Memorial Holiness Camp, Ohio
August 17 - 25, 1946
Evangelist:
Bish. Charlie Byers of Chambersburg, Pa.
Bible Teacher:
Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Jr. of Grantham, Pa.
Song Leader:
Eld. Wm. H. Engle of Dayton, Ohio
Children's Meeting Leader:
Miss Alta Downey of Owosso, Mich.
Special Days:
Memorial Day - - - Tuesday
Memorial Day - - - Thursday
Children's Day - - - - Friday
Young People's Day - - Saturday
For information regarding camping accommodations, write to
Irvin R. Hoover, Ludlow Falls, Ohio.
SPECIAL MEETINGS
In the new church at Rust, Mich, beginning August 25 and continuing during the
week until September! 1.
Mornings: Vacation Bible School for the
children.
Afternoons: Bible topics with different
speakers.
Evenings: Evangelistic services.
Saturday afternoon and evening: Love
Feast.
Closing with Sunday services, morning
and evening.
Those coming from a distance bring bedding. All welcome. Come praying. Be a
blessing.
Henry Schneider
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ANNOUNCING
share. A contribution tends to dwindle
rapidly as it goes through these various
Harvest Praise Meeting at the Fairland , transactions.
Church, Cleona, Pa., on September! 8, 1946.
Canned meat is desperately needed in EuWelcome.
ropean countries, especially in Germany, being rich in protein and a good body buildEVANGELISTIC SLATE
ing food. Meat canned with plenty of fat is
greatly appreciated by these people whose
Illinois
diet is sorely lacking in both fats and proMt. Carmel Orphanage,
teins. This item is number one on the list
Coleta, 111
July 21-Aug. 4
as an essential relief food. Canned and
Evangelist, Donald Heer
dried fruits are second, while canned and
Oklahoma
dried vegetables come third.
Red Star, Leedey, Okla
Aug. 11-25
Those people who live in urban communEvangelist, Donald Heer
ities and do not farm can make a very
worthwhile contribution to the relief effort
Pennsylvania
in the form of cash on items which they
Ganister, Tent Meeting
July 28
can purchase. A considerable amount of
Evangelist, Norris Bouch
^cash is needed in the operation of a proONTARIO FALL LOVE FEASTS
gram of this size and cash contributions to
Waterloo, Communion Service 7:00 p. m. Aug. 31 the general relief fund are greatly appreciated.
Nottawa, 10:00 a. m
Sept. 7-8

Welland, 3:00 p. m
Sept. 8
Clarence Center, 3:00 p. m
Sept. 14.15
Cheapside, 2:00 p. m
Sept. 14-15
Wainfleet, 1:30 p. m
Sept. 21-22
Howick, 2:00 p. m
Sept. 21-22
Markham, 10:00 a, m
Sept. 28-29
Frogmore, 2:00 p. m
Sept. 28-29
Bertie, 10:00 a. m
Oct. 5-6
Springvale, 2:00 p. m
Oct. 5-6
Boyle, 2:00 p. m
Oct. 12-13
Ontario Joint Council convenes August 31,
1946 a t 2:00 p. m. and Monday, September 2,
1946, in the Rosebank Church, Waterloo District, Ontario. The special Ministerial, Educational and Mission programs will be rendered on Sunday, September 1. Communion services on Saturday evening, August 31. A hearty
invitation is extended to all to attend these
services.
.
Edward Gilmore, Secretary
i

^>»
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Community Canning Projects
We are rapidly approaching another canning season. Canning of fruits and vegetables has already begun. Housewives, in
addition to a multitude of other duties, are
aware of the necessity of replenishing their
shelves by canning of the bounty with which
God has so richly blessed them. Many of
these will be caning over and above their
own needs and this they are doing for relief. It is no easy task to spend hours at
a time over a hot stove in July and August.
This cannot be avoided while there is canning to be done.
A number of groups throughout the country are making use of commercial canneries
when such canneries are close enough to be
practical. They haul their products to the
cannery on a pre-arranged date and have
them canned in tin. When canning in large
quantities they have found it both cheaper
and easier to can by this method than canning in glass jars in the home. It saves
housewives many hours of exhausting labor.
All these people who are contributing
their! time and goods are just as much relief
workers as those who are privileged to go
across to distribute the goods. With out
the one, the other could not function.
With the food situation as it is, it is generally felt more advisable to donate arid
process our own goods than to sell these
goods and then use the money to purchase
relief goods in bulk. For instance, if someone has a beef he would like to contribute
for relief it would be better to can this beef,
or have it canned, then to sell it and then
donate the proceeds to relief. If canned
beef could be bought on the open market,
the money obtained from the sale of an animal would purchase only half the amount
of canned meat that could be obtained by
canning this beef in the first place. This is
true because the livestock buyers will take
out their profit, the packers their profit, and
the wholesale and retail merchants another

From the Philippines
Reports from the Philippine Islands indicate that there are still many hungry, unclothed people in the Northern Provinces.
A goodly number of church buildings, hospitals, and schools have been entirely burned or partially destroyed. Black markets,
banditry, and transportation are major problems. Dale Nebel, Director! of the M. C. C.
Unit there, is making preparations for the
opening of the 14 men Unit. He writes:
"My big problem now is to transport the
50 bed hospital from Manila where we have
it stored, to Vigan. I can take it by rail
from Manila to San Fernando but that is
only half way. From there it will need to
be trucked and that again is a problem because of the bandit infested highways and
the rainy season. We will need to ford
several rivers and cross others on rafts
made of bamboo and old gasoline drums.
When there is rain in the mountains the
rivers rise rapidly and cannot be forded or
crossed by raft. The only thing to do is to
wait a few hours for the water to subside."
Dr. James Brenneman has been appointed
Medical Director of the new hospital and
will leave in the near future. Also under
appointment are Bro. and Sr. David R.
Hoover and Bro. Robert Smith.
1 < »

i

Heifer Project
In order that our records may be complete we should greatly appreciate having
reports from people who have contributed
heifers to this project- This should include
reports from all Brethrien in Christ people
everywhere in the United States. In cases
where a carload was contributed from a
community, it would be our suggestion that
some person assume the responsibility of
sending in a summary report of the project.
In cases where a heifer may have been contributed in a general pool along with other
groups, it would be well for that person to
write in direct to the Akron office and give
the date, number, and place where the heifer! was contributed. The submitting of such
information would help greatly in keeping
records covering the participation of our
people in this relief project. An accurate
record of heifer donations can be kept if
people who wish to contribute through this
channel in the future will secure identification tags from the Mennonite Central Committee.
The halo on the heads of our ancestors is
an illumined crown of thorns. We don't like
the thorns, but we love the halo. "
—Charlotte Winnemore.
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With the Church
On the Foreign Field
They Need Our Prayers
B. E.

Winger

URELY she could speak with us. She
had been in the Mission school for some
time as a girl then lor about eight years
she was the cook. But her health was not
so good towards the last. However she
was intending to keep on working any way,
when all of a sudden, she decided that
she needed a rest, and must go home, and
it had to be right soon. Why? Well there
was no one to take care of her things, and
she must go. She would be back to see
us, and later on no doubt return to work.
She left, and very little if any thing had
been seen of her afterwards. Now she was
back to talk with her missionary, and some
of the older members. A man had asked
for her hand in marriage, and she wanted
to know what we thought about it.

S

Why did she come to us? Was the man
a Christian? This she was not sure of. Did
he drink? Yes. Did he smoke? Yes. And
came home late at nights from beer drinks.
On finding this out we told the girl that
the mari was not a fit man for her as a
Christian girl, that she was better off single than with a man like that, and that
she should wait for a Christian man, one
to whom she could be married by Christian marriage. She told us that she had
felt the same about it, but wanted to ask
us. She was getting up in years and the
pressure to get married was getting rather
heavy. But she thanked us, and as I remember left after prayer.
A couple months or more had passed,
when just yesterday she met one of our
Evangelists, hailed him, and talked to him.
Where was she coming from? Oh, she had
been to the witch doctor for treatment.
What was wrong with the mission hospital? They were not able to take care of
this disease. Bones had been thrown, and
the bad thing was to come out of her leg,
and he (the evangelist) was also to tell
Mufundisi (missionary) that she was going to the man we had spoken about before. He tried to argue with her, but her
mind • seemed made up. She needs our
prayers.
I was just leaving the school, to cycle
the five miles home, when a boy I knew
came up the road. We spoke, and he informed me that he had come to call the
teacher, that a woman who was dying
wanted to see him. I took time, and the
three of us rode about-3% miles to the
village. When we arrived we found that

they had the woman out under a tree to
die. When she saw us she asked for all
to leave but the teacher and me. Between
her coughing spells she told us that she
had been one of Sister Davidson's members, she had been married by Christian
marriage, they had had a child, then her
husband went away to work. She went
wrong, and then went to another man. She

India's Ninety and Nine
There

are ninety-nine million
wretched
girls
Upon India's burning plain;
Victims of fate and of cruel caste,
And the vilest of idol's chain:
Bowed by_ priests and the devil's spell,
Steeped in sorrow of heathendom's
hell.
There are millions of wives, not yet in
their teens,
Dragged from their childish play,
Married in misery, widowed in woe,
In that darkened land today;
Slaving and crying with stifled cry,
Cursed and hated and longing to die.
There are millions of girls in sad despair,
Under India's blazing sun;
But here in a home of light and peace
Sits a mother with only one—
An only daughter, bright and fair,
Loved and happy, and sheltered from
care.
Then a soft voice whispered, "Thy daugh, ter send,
To relieve this childish woe."
But the mother made answer, "This of
mine
Sliall never to India go.
My only daughter must have my care,
Others must answer to India's prayers."
And all through the hot plains thundered
loud,
From the darkened millions' race,
A weird, wild wail to the gates of Heaven,
The voice of India's woes.
And the white-robed echoed in mournful,
song.
"Lord of sabbath, how long, how long!"
0 mothers, who sing in your Gospel-glad
homes,
You shall hear again that cry;
It will ring on eternity's awful shores,
As the heathen hosts pass by;
For the voice shall cry at the bar of God,
"Oh, who shall answer for
India's
blood?"
—Selected.
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was also guilty of stealing, and some other
things. Now she wanted to repent, and return to God. She knew the way. We tried
to tell her what it would mean—leaving
her sins, beer, adultry, and follow God.
She told us it was her intention to do so.
I believe she is some better. She needs
our prayers.
Yes, the Missionary was to visit the
school the next day, and had arrived the
evening before, to the disgust of those in
the near-by village. There had been a
death, and tonight was to be the wailing
party. A cow was brought for miles into
this fly-infested area for the occasion, and
was killed while a couple old women called to the spirits. The powers of darkness
could be felt. Their plans were on, and
we announced that we were going to have
a camp fire service that night, to which
quite a few turned out. As we prayed,
sang, preached, and testified, we could
hear them a few yards away talking, and
calling to the spirits. We had forbidden
them to dance, as we have been doing at
our out schools. What a contrast! These
children growing up in this environment
need our prayers.
Day in and day out we see things that
make us sad, things that encourage us, and
contrasts that show us that the powers of
darkness and of light are still in combat.
Each thing only proves to us anew that
our prayers are needed. The prayers of
God's people are able to defeat the powers
of darkness. Let us not neglect our time in
prayer. Satan is a conquored foe, thank
God!—Macha Mission.

In The Homeland
Pleasant Hill, Ohio
Baptismal Service: On Sunday, July 7th
six souls followed the Lord in the ordinance
of baptism. We know the Lord has blest
them for obeying this command. May they
keep faithful unto the end is our prayeri
Dedication services: Four mothers and
fathers publicly dedicated their babies to
the Lord on Sunday- morning July 7th. We
pray that these children will early in life
give their hearts to the Lord, and grow up
to be strong Christian men and women.
Visitors: We were very happy to have
had a number of visitors with us, who were
on their way to and from General Conference. On Sunday evening, June 2nd Bro. C.
R. Nissley gave us an encouraging message.
Also at one of our prayer meetings Bro. S.
W. Landis encouraged us with a short message of truth.
Bro. Jesse Lady of California was with us
recently in the interest of Beulah College.
The Ladies' quartette from Beulah College with Bro. & Sr. Elam Dohner gave us
a good service of special singing and their
testimonies on Wednesday evening, July 10.
Elizabeth Thuma
(More Church News in the Quarterly Report Supplement published with this issue.)
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Christian Homes
This Job of Being Just A Mother
Margaret

Bogart

OMETIMES, this job of being a mother
has seemed to me an ordinary one.
Anybody could do it, I thought, with just
a simple amount of intelligence and some
good common sense. In fact, the job has
seemed so ordinary to me at times that I've
bemoaned the fact of not being able to do
larger things because of motherhood.
Jesus rebuked me not so long ago about
it. "Now, Mother," He gently said, "Let's
reason this thing out together and see if
I've given you the worst job in the world,
after all. Its true, as you think, that you
are tied down, but you know, Mother, that
regardless of this fact, if you are resigned
to My will and leadings I can still make
you a great blessing?

S

"It's true you may not be able to go
everywhere and at just the time I need
some one, but can't others take your place
and you pray as they go? Yours may be
the hidden place, but a most blessed and
fruitful one!
"When the children are fretful and
sometimes cross, dear Mother, in your
home and neighborhood I need a witness
who can show that under all circumstances
M y . grace can be sufficient. In the common, ordinary walks of life, when your
neighbor is sick or some one needs a word
of cheer and comfort in discouragement or
grief, I may not be able to send you to
far-off places, but can't you fill these near
at hand for My sake?
" I know you often feel that your good,
valuable time is wasted putting the baby
to sleep, tying up shoes and doing endless
other tasks that no one seems to notice or
think amounts'to much. Mother, do them
as unto Me, after this, and you will find a
blessing in doing them. As you rock the
baby, sing some song of praise and it will
fill your heart with new strength as you
sing. When you peel the potatoes, sweep
the floor, wash the dishes, think of My
Word, My promises, and My provision!
Think that I love you, Mother, and see all
the little, hidden things of every day. Your
job can increase patience, sweetness, and
wisdom through its many difficulties.
"Being a mother is an important position and one to be highly valued. You have
little minds to guide and futures to help
mold. I need Godly homes and Godly discipline. Don't you remember, Mother, the
desire your own mother created in your
•childlike heart? She told you stories of
the Bible and made them real and alive t o your young imagination. Then, when you
grew older, you wanted to hear more about
those things. You saw her kneeling in
prayer and she taught you to talk to God
as your own Father. She told you He
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the depth of winter when the incident occurred, and the poor woman's stock, never
. very abundant, was I suppose reduced to
its lowest by the difficulty of finding any
employment at that season of the year. Unloved you and created a faith in your like the widow in the Hebrew story, she
young heart. Do you consider her life a actually found her barrel of meal fail and
wasted one? What about it, Mother?"
when she had finished the last handful she
I bowed my head in shame and poured went to bed, possibly with the hope that
out my heart in repentance, for I had been she might be successful in earning a few
doing my job, yes, but doing it rather re- pence on the morrow.
luctantly and in disappointment. It's a
But when the morrow came a terrible
real, vital, spiritual job to me now and a
snowstorm swept over the land, and the
given privilege.
So this little article was born of the lane leading to her little cottage was alSpirit, to go out by the will of God to most blocked with snow. It was quite beother mothers in other places. Take cour- y o n d her slender powers to battle with the
age! Look u p ! Get your eyes fixed on raging storm and make her way to some
Jesus and His purpose for you. Work with neighbor's house where at least she would
thankfulness and gladness just where He be made welcome to a dish of porridge.
wants you to. When you realize that no There was only one Friend to whom she
one else can fill the individual place the could apply, and in Him she had the most
Lord has for you, your ordinary job will perfect confidence.
become the best and most profitable one
Accordingly she filled her pan with watyou can ever find.—Gospel Herald.
er, and put it upon the fire, and actually
put the salt in the water. "Noo," she said
to herself, "I'll just gang ben, and ask the
The Vacant Chair
Lord for the meal." So she retired into
her inner chamber, and there with thanksKatliarine Byer
giving and praise she made her wants
One by one our friends are going
known to the Lord. She had not long been
Over to the unknown shore;
on her knees when there was a loud knock
One by one they take the journey
on the door. "Na, na, Lord," she said,
And we see them here no more.
"Thou canst no hae sent the answer sa
And we miss them, oh, so sadly,
soon."
How our aching hearts despair,
But the knocking continued, and on her
When we gather round the friends
opening the door a buxom farmer's lass,
And behold the vacant chair.
who lived some distance off, flung down a
Father, mother, brother, sister—
sack of meal on the floor, exclaiming,
One by one they pass away;
"Father sent ye that; and I think ye may
Husband, wife and child are taken—
be very grateful to me for bringin' it here
They are called and cannot stay.
through all this terrible storm. Whatever
How they used to gather round us,
possessed my father I don't know, but all
And our joys and sorrows share;
morning he has been dinning into me about
Now our hearts are sad and lonely
that sack of meal, and, snow or no snow,
When we see the vacant chair.
I must be sure and fetch it up to you; but
a pretty hard job getting through the
But we know we soon shall join
them,
storm, I can tell you."
Soon our time will come to go;
And we hope once more to meet them
So she was rattling on when a glance at
In a world that's free from woe.
the old woman fairly over-awed and silencFree from sickness, death and parting,
ed her. There she stood with uplifted
Free from every earthly care;
hands and eyes bedimmed with grateful
Oh, what joy to meet our loved ones
tears, as she exclaimed, "He's aye the
Where there is no vacant chair.
same, Jeanie! He's aye the same! Mony
—Selected by Frances Heisey.
a lang year hae I trusted Him, and I ne'er
found Him fail; and He's nae failed me
noo. I put on the water, and I put in the
The Widow's Meal
salt, and ne'er a grain o' meal had I in
I remsmber being much struck years ago the hoose. Sae I was just asking the Lord
by an incident related to me by a Highland to send me the meal, when I heard ye
shepherd on my uncle's estate of Arndilly, knock at the door, and noo here comes the
the facts of which he, a good Christian meal just while I was asking for it."
man, was quite prepared to vouch for.
—Selected.
Upon a lonely hillside, and far removed
from any other dwelling, there lived a
poor widow, who for many a long year
When we submit ourselves to God in
had learned to rest, in every difficulty and reverence, humility, and obedience to His
in all her need, upon Him who has said, Word, then God can work with us and fill
"Let thy widows trust in me." It was in us with His Holy Spirit.—B. N. Gamber.
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A. W. Tozer
SRAEL is a miracle, and her whole history
partakes of the miraculous. If by a
miracle we mean an act or succession of
acts wrought by special operation of God,
then Israel is the miracle of history. If
by a miracle we mean some event or succession of events which cannot be explained apart from God, then Israel is the national and racial miracle of the ages.
Origin
The nation was born out of a miracle.
From ninety-year old Sarah, sterile and
past hope, was born Isaac; from Isaac
came Jacob; and from Jacob, the twelve
tribes of Israel. In the course of natural
events Isaac could not have been. By the
power of God he was, and from that point
a nation, clothed in the supernatural,
stood up on its feet and began its march
down the centuries.
Exodus
The Exodus was the second great miracle in the life of Israel. Though one of
the most helpless of nations—subjected,
enslaved, oppressed, without 'an army,
without a friend among the peoples of
the earth—she yet rose, shook off the yoke
of the, most powerful nation in the world,
a n d ' without the aid of sword or spear,
walked forth to freedom. Nothing like it
had ever occurred before, and nothing
like it has ever occurred since. It was
God alone who unlocked the iron furnace
and set His people free. By the ten
plagues, He exposed the vanity of the gods
of Egypt. By deliverance through blood
and power, He set forth in symbol the
plan of redemption and pointed to the Redeemer who was to come.
The Bible

I

Another miracle God wrought through
Israel was the giving of the Sacred Scriptures to mankind. Every one is aware of
the unique character of the Bible, particularly its pure and lofty conception of
the nature of God. Nowhere among the
religious writings of the world can anything be found remotely to compare with
it.
We have taken so much for granted
that we have almost overlooked one thing,
the total unfittedness of the people of
Israel to produce such a Book. That the
nations of the earth should go to school
to Israel is nothing short of a miracle. It
is a reversal of the natural order of
things. Israel was an insular people,
wholly out of touch with the religious and
philosophic thought of the centers of
world civilization. She owed nothing to
the great thinkers of the earth, she hardly
knew they existed. Her people were sim-
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unusual. But to have kept herself a racial
unit for nearly two thousand years, while
, scattered like chaff to the four quarters of
ple people—shepherds, farmers, fishermen the globe, is an accomplishment wholly
—yet kings and great men of the world beyond human explanation.
have come to them for instruction. If we
Left to herself, she would have been
rule God out of this, we have no explana- dissolved in the ebb and flow of nations.
tion, nothing to account for it. Paul's Divine preservation alone prevented it. She
word in Romans supplies the answer: is being kept for a higher destiny, and
"What advantage then hath the Jew? * * her keeping is a miracle.
Much every way: chiefly, because that
Restoration
unto them were committed the oracles of
The
next
dramatic
event in the life of
God."
this strange and wonderful people will be
Christ After the Flesh
its restoration to the Holy Land. To all
When God wrought the miracle of all
who are familiar with the factors involved,
time, when by immaculate conception and
virgin birth He gave a Saviour to the this task will seem impossible. The obworld, it was through Israel that the great stacles to be overcome are so many and
deed of love was accomplished. Christ so great that, normally, it would take cenwas born to Israel at the most unlikely turies to accomplish it, granted that there
period of her history, if we are to judge were those who desired to see such a thing
by human standards. For hundreds of brought to pass.
The Word of the Lord, in this matter,
years she had had no prophet and no king.
Even the fitful fire kindled by the Mac- as in all others, is sufficient: "Behold, the
cabees had died to an ember. She lay sub- days come, saith the Lord, that they shall
ject to the rule of heathen Rome, her na- no more say, The Lord liveth, which
tional spirit dead, her outlook hopeless. brought up the Children of Israel out of
Just at this point the Saviour came, like the land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth,
Isaac, born against the common course of which brought up and which led the seed
things, a "root out of a dry ground," and of the house of Israel out of the north
country, and from all countries whither
that was a miracle.
I had driven them; and they shall dwell
Preservation
in their own land" (Jer. 23:7, 8 ) .
Balaam's early prophecy has been abunWorld
Evangelization
dantly fulfilled: "Lo, the people shall
The last miracle we mention is Israel's
dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned
among the nations." Had Israel remained witness to the Gentile nations during the
in the seclusion of Palestine and kept her- tribulation period and the millennium.
self racially pure, it would not have been The 8th chapter of Zechariah, and many
other passages in the Scriptures, point to
the coming work of the Jew in world evanHeaven Is M y Home
gelization. The little nation that gave the
world the Bible and the Redeemer is ulThomas R. Taylor
timately to carry to the world the message
of salvation. That the Jews, who crucified
I'm but a stranger here,
Christ and fought His teachings for cenHeav'n is my home;
turies,
should come at last to publish
Earth is a desert drear,
peace in His Name, is a miracle. That the
Heav'n is my home.
nations, who have hated the Jews and
Danger and sorrow stand,
persecuted them from time immemorial,
Round me on every hand,
should stoop at last to accept God's peace
Heav'n is my fatherland,
through the Jew, is a miracle of no less
Heav'n is my home.
wonder.—The Alliance
Weekly.
What though the tempests rage,
* <i> *
Heav'n is my home;
"Friendship of the W o r l d "
Short is my pilgrimage,
Heav'n is my home.
Much current religious strategy is to win
Times cold and wintry blast,
the
world's friendly approval. The Bible
Soon will be overpast,
offers no such hope. Our Lord said: "If
I shall reach home at las%
the world hate vou, ye know that it hated
Heav'n is my home.
Me before it hated you. If ye were of the
There at my Savior's side,
world, the world would love its own." And
Heav'n is my home;
in James 4:4 we learn that "friendship of
I shall be glorified,
the world is enmity with God." The
Heav'n is my home.
"world" applauds the "loaves and fishThere are the good and blest,
es" by products of vital faith, but it hates
Those I loved most and best,
a salvation that comes by the Cross. It is
There, too, I soon shall rest,
motivated by Satan's "gospel" of self-will.
Heav'n is my home.
It requires a new birth to turn such hate
—Selected.
into love.—Western Recorder.

The Face of the Sky
The Seven Miracles of Israel
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Introduction

Our Sunday Schools

C. W. Boyer

Sponsored by the General S. S. Board, C. W. Boyer, Sec'y. 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.

Here is the picture of the City bus stopping In front of Beulah Chapel, Springfield,
Ohio,, on Sunday morning- J u l y 21. On this Sunday, which w a s t h e record so far, ninety-three
children were packed into the hus, and seven more who could not get into t h e bus, were
brought by auto making a total of 100 brought into Sunday School from t h i s needy section
of the city. The attendance on this Sunday was 187, while t h e attendance on the corresponding Sunday of last year was fifty-six.

"Bringing Them in at Beulah
Chapel, Springfield, Ohio
Glendon Snider,

Supt.

AST September we, the Sunday School
•JBoard, Ministers, and Superintendent,
met to adopt a plan for the promoting of
the "Win Two" campaign. The Sunday
School scholars were encouraged to try to
get new scholars. For their effort they
would be given prizes according to the
number they brought. The old as well as
the young began to work to increase our
Sunday School attendance, although the
prizes were given to only the young people and the children.

L

One brother felt impressed to try to get
some of the children to come from a section of Springfield which is not conducive
to Christian living. God has wonderfully
blest his efforts, and also the efforts that
other folks put forth. At first the children
were brought to Sunday School in automobiles, but as the number grew who desired to come, we felt something better was
needed. Effort was made to obtain one of
the Springfield city buses and again God
undertook. Can you imagine the "thrill"
as the world would say when you see the
bus pull up to the Church and these children getting off for Sunday School? Sometimes there are nearly 100 of them.
Fertile soil? Yes, we believe God has
given us fertile soil in which to sow the
truth about Jesus. These children put
forth an effort to get to Sunday School,
sometimes getting up and dressing themselves and coming without any breakfast,
while their parents are still in bed from
the effects of being out the previous night.
The primary teachers have taken to giving

each pupil in the primary class something
each Sunday morning, either a cookie or
pretzel or piece of candy.
One Sunday morning the song "Dare to
Be a Daniel" was sung. Your writer felt
to ask how many never heard the story
about Daniel in the Lions' Den, to which
around thirty hands went up saying they
never heard it. Are these children dear?
I would not hesitate to say that indeed they
are dear. And in God's sight just as valuable as your soul and mine. Our love
go.es out for everyone of them and the
homes from which they come.
The Sunday School has increased for the
first five months' of this year from an
average in 1945 of 62.9 per Sunday to
123.2 pupils per Sunday this year, an increase of 9 6 % . Needless to say that with
the increased attendance changes had to be
made in our Sunday School program.
Class rooms which before were adequate
now had to be enlarged, and more class
rooms made. Teachers and assistants both
had to give their time in the classes.
Whereas we used to have the children all
return to the main chapel for dismissal,
since there are so many it was felt to be
the best policy to dismiss them from their
individual classes.
Changes made, oh yes, but it has been
worth it all when we see the value there
is in those children's and young people's
hearts. Eternity will reveal what good has
been accomplished, through this specialized effort. God grant that more of God's
children might get a vision of the "Harvest
Field." Today we are only sowing the
seed, asking God to water it, and trusting
that it will mean life eternal to many of
these children, young people and also their
parents.

We are glad to present in this issue an
account of the special project which is being carried on at Beulah Chapel Sunday
School, which, as Brother Snider mentions,
is an outgrowth of last year's "Win Two"
campaign. The "brother" referred to by
Brother Snider is Floyd Grady, upon
whom the Lord laid a special concern for
the children in a very needy section of the
city. In Brother Grady's article an account is given of his contact with one
'particular family, which is only one of
the many which have been reached and
brought into the Sunday School. A testimony to the good already being accomplished is the statement of a lady living in
the same neighborhood that she has
noticed a difference in the conduct of the
children in the community since they are
attending Sunday School. May God grant
that many of these lives may be saved foi
His kingdom!

A Home Missionary Visit
Floyd

Grady

N visiting some of the homes in the slums
of Springfield I came in contact with
a certain family. I know that I was led by
the Lord to go to this place.
I knocked on the door, and a little girl
opened the door. I asked to see her mother or father. She said that her mother
was gone but her father was at home. The
little girl told me her father was sick. She
asked me to come in.
As I walked into the house, I noticed it
was in a very bad condition. I noticed a
man lying on a couch. He was drunk. The
little girl shook him; after a while she
woke him. At first, I could not understand a word he was saying.
I waited a few minutes then I told him
why I was there. I asked him how many
children he had. He answered, "We have
four children."
I asked God to help me to say the right
thing in order to get his children into
Sunday School. Then I asked the father,
"Do your children go to Sunday School?"
He answered, "No sir, they do not, but
they should go to Sunday School." He
was so drunk that he had difficulty trying
to talk and keep awake.
Even though the house was very dirty
and there was an awful odor in the room,
truly deplorable surroundings, there on
the wall was a picture which I noticed
above everything else in the room.
It was the scene of Christ and the rich
young ruler. I asked the father if he knew
the story in that picture. He answered, "I
do. I have told that to the children." We
had quite a talk about that.

I
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His wife had come in the back door.
When she came into the room, I told her
what I had come for, that I was not out for
members, only to see the children in Sunday School and souls saved. I made it
very plain that I believed the whole Bible.
She told me that they could not go to
Sunday School, because she had to work
nights, including Saturday night.
I thanked her and asked if I could have
prayer with them before I left. She said,
it would be alright.
I felt blest when I left there, with an assurance to see those children in Sunday
School.
1 visited the home again about two
weeks later. It was still the same answer
and the husband was still drinking heavily.
A month later I noticed a little girl on
the bus whom I knew I had seen some
where before. I believe that Sunday there
were 45 children on the bus. I asked the
little girl here name. It was the girl who
opened the door of that dirty little house
back in that dark alley. She told me it
was her first Sunday and how well she
liked it. Praise the Lord!
This little girl has not missed a Sunday
since she started. Her sister and two
brothers are also coming no*w. I thank
God for all of this.
Just recently we had a revival meeting.
I asked the father of these children to go.
He told me that he knew whiskey was killing him but he could not leave it alone.
But he promised to go the following Sunday night. I knew that God could help him
and above all, He could save him.
The following Sunday evening after
street meeting, I drove down to his house.
The devil tried to tell me that it was no
use, he would not go, that he would be
drunk. I still held faith in God. When
I arrived at' the house, the man was all
ready to go and also his brother and son.
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Wonderful truths were spoken from the
Bible by Brother Engle, many souls were
blessed. We had a wonderful time. I felt
led to speak to this man that Sunday night"
but he said the drink habit had him down
too tight.
I ask you to remember this man and hi»
family in prayer. His wife was once saved
but backslid.
I feel that it will pay, in more ways
than we realize, to get as many as possible
of these underprivileged children into Sunday School.
Pray for all the children in all the Sunday Schools and all who are not going to
Sunday School. God knows who they a r e .
and where they are.
They are to be either our future Christians or they will fill the terrible pits of
hell.—Springfield, Ohio.

Where Are the Children?
CANADA—/. Henry Heise:
Where are the children in Canada has
often caused me concern. In Canada skiing, ball playing, lake district activities
occupy much of their time. Parents engage in the same things so what can be
expected of the children. Juvenile delinquency is bad, but what are you and I doing about it?
PENNSYLVANIA—John

Garman:

I have learned to knock on doors and
just keep on knocking. The visitation work
is important in the building up of the Sunday School. The place of the child is a
challenge to us. It has been shown that
more of the members of the church come
from the Sunday School than from any
other source.
Through going coon hunting, eventually
a young man was brought to Sunday
School and now is a member of the church.
It is necessary to follow-up the children
to keep them coming. Many adults say
they started to come because
their children came. The
children count for the past,
the present and I am sure
for the future.
OHIO—Dale Vlery:
Brother Ulery told the
story of a young man who
was saved through the Dayton Mission and who was instrumental in getting forty
children to come to Sunday
School. He hired a city bus
to haul them there each
Sunday. The Sunday School
has increased from 60 to
124 enrollment.
CALIFORNIA-—H. G.

The above is a picture of the family group referred to in
Bro. Grady's article. The little girl with her arm raised is
the one who met him at the door on his first call. This
entire group are now regular Sunday School attendants.
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If you can't find the children in your state, they may
be in California. Many have
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come to this state to work in industries.
Find out where the children are and then
proceed to contact them.
—General Conference 1946.

"Imparting Bible Truth Through
The Eye Gate"
ILLUSTRATED

Mrs. C. J. Carlson
Knowing that what we say and what we
do aids our memory much better than just
' what we hear, we realize the importance
of using illustrative methods. The world
uses every way to teach their children, why
can't we employ every possible method to
train our children.
When Christ sent out His disciples, He
sent them two by two thus enabling each
to give one another comfort and courage.
Some would like to go alone so that they
get all the honor and credit. Unless you
are willing to go out and be the door mat
or the unseen post, you can not hope to be
successful in God's service. If Rome could
provide help to bear the cross of Christ,
so can we provide that help.
We are prone to think that others have
more opportunity to work for the Lord
than us. Sophia, the washwoman, wanted
to go as a foreign missionary. The Lord
told her that there were many near her—
Italians, Greeks, etc., to whom she had
never spoken.
(Sister Carlson used several different
types of illustrative materials (flannelgraph, sandbox, maps, charts, blackboard
jets, objects, and even children) to demonstrate how to teach the lesson for the
next Sunday School session. She suggested
methods which would be suitable for each
age group.)—General Conference 1946.

I Would Walk With Him
Alfred

J. Martin

Follow I willingly, or from afar
With sullen heart and slow,
complaining
tread?
Do I rejoice that daily I am led,
Or do I yearn to be as others are,
Or seem to be, who follow their own star
With self-complacency,
self-nourished,
Scorning the Lord, refusing to be fed
The living manna? Would I wish to mar
God's plan for me; in haughtiness to flout
His holy, wise, eternal, changeless love?
No, I would walk with Him; I gladly own
My instability; I look about
And feel my weakness more; I look
above—
Hold me fast, Lard! I cannot stand alone.
—Moody Monthly.
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Contributions
A Few Criticisms
P. J. Wiebe
T is a dangerous thing to form the habit
of criticising or fault-finding. The Israelites became a nation of fault-finders
after their disobedience at Kadesh-Barnea.
Judas Iscariot was a fault-finder. (John
12:3-6). Nevertheless, there are times
when it becomes our Christian duty to
point out the short-comings and failures
of our fellowmen. (Matthew 1 8 ) . However, there is a vast difference between
finding fault just for the sake of finding
fault and constructive criticism. I trust
this article may be of the latter.

I

In the first place I wish to say that I am
in perfect harmony with the doctrines and
practices of the Church as they are outlined in the Constitution and By-Laws.
Nevertheless, there are a few points in
which we could improve. The first criticism is the manner of electing our ministers. Perhaps some will be ready to
criticize me for offering a criticism along
that line. But wait till I have made my
point. I think the majority of my.readers
will agree with me. Our system of electing
officials has worked for over one hundred
years and it is still working and will continue to. work. All of our bishops and
deacons and most of our ministers have
been called to office by a vote of the members in the District where they resided.
And I am finding no fault with that system as a whole. However, there is one
phase of it that could be improved. Nearly every District has a number of talented
young men who could serve in the ministry. But because no minister is needed
in that particular District these young men
have to bury their talents, and many
places where their services are badly needed, have to go without the gospel. How
much better it would be if these young
brethren were allowed to use their talent,
and if they are not needed in the home
District, send them where they are needed. In many places close to some of our
large churches, people are without the
gospel. Of course, Gimeral Conference has
made provision so that our young brethren who have a call to the ministry may
make their calling known and be given the
privilege to exercise in that capacity. However, because of long established customs
there is such prejudice against such procedure, that some of our young brethren
receive no encouragement, but sometimes
are.bitterly opposed. There may have been
mistakes made along this line and people
claimed they were called to the ministry
when they were not. Nevertheless the fact
remains, it is a serious thing to interfere

with the callings of God. And if we interfere when God calls a brother into His
service we commit two evils: The brother
has to bury his talent, and many people
are deprived of hearing the gospel. Hence
if this article will help to remove this
prejudice I shall be well satisfied.
A second criticism is that we do not instruct our new converts properly, especially if they come from other churches. Jesus says, "Teach them to observe all
things" (Matthew 2 8 : 2 0 ) . Criticising the
new converts is not teaching them. We
must not get the idea that when people
are converted they know everything about
the way of life, and the only reason they
are not getting along better is because
they are not willing to obey. A young convert does not know everything about the
way of life. He needs teaching. From personal experience I know how discouraging
it is for a young convert to be criticized
when he is doing the best he can. Jesus
knew what He was talking about when He
said we should teach the young convert.
Hence let us not be given to fault-finding
and criticising the young converts, but
rather teach them the way of salvation.
(Acts 18:26)
A third criticism is that we do not consider the decisions of General Conference
of sufficient importance. We spend a great
deal of time and money every year to come
together at our General Conference. After
the decisions have been made and hundreds of dollars spent in printing the minutes, some of us utterly disregard what
Conference has decided. God's blessing
cannot rest on that kind of work. This
shows a spirit of disobedience and rebellion. Brethren, these things ought not so
to be. Such action generates a spirit of
contempt for all authority and leads to
spiritual anarchy.
I almost hesitate to make the fourth
criticism, nevertheless I feel it is badly
needed. We, as a people do not show the
reverence for the house of God and for
sacred things as we should. God told the
Israelites that they should reverence His
Sanctuary. This ought to be instilled into
the heart of the child as soon as he is able
to understand it, and when he grows older
he will not depart from it. God will not
hold us guiltless if, instead of considering
"His house a house of prayer," we make
it a "den of thieves." On the ether hand,
if we show reverence for the house of God,
He will bless us for it.
In connection with this I might mention
another matter. God says in His Word,
"Touch not mine anointed, and do my
prophets no harm" (Psalms 105:5). The
same thought is repeated in the New Testa-
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ment. (Hebrews 13:7 and 17; I Timothy
5:17 and 1 9 ) . We, as a church, are weak
along this line. We do not show the proper
respect for those in authority. A number
of instances might be mentioned to illustrate this point, but I forbear. However,
I wish to say, let us heed the Word of God
along this line and we shall be under His
blessing.
The last criticism is in regard to the
teaching of church doctrines. Jesus says
we shall teach all nations and after they
have been baptized we shall teach them to
observe all things whatsoever He commanded the disciples. As a rule we do not
preach on baptism unless it is when we
haye a baptismal service. We hardly ever
have any teaching on feetwashing, self-examination and the prayer-covering unless
it is during a love feast. But should it be
so? If we consider these ordinances of
sufficient importance to observe them, why
do we not teach them oftener and more
emphatically? Many people are in need
of teaching along these very lines, and if
these subjects were properly presented, I
believe many would fall in line. Therefore, let us teach baptism even if it is not
during a baptismal service. Let us teach
the other ordinances even if it is not during a Love Feast. I am firmly convinced
that we would have less trouble along
these lines if these subjects were properly
taught.—Petersburg, Ont.

Spiritual Sleep
A dear old deacon in a former church
always went to sleep within ten minutes.
If I could keep him awake fifteen minutes
I felt my sermon was a success. He comforted me by saying that he could understand me just as well asleep as he could
awake, and his wife confirmed it, for she
said that even when he seemed to be sound
asleep he was taking in the sermor. The
difficulty with him was he was so tremendously active during the week—up at six
o'clock, at his office all day, late at work,
and all the time was worrying and working, so that when he became quiet , and
comfortable on Sunday he naturally went
to sleep. But I never heard of him going
to sleep in his office or when striking a
bargain in real estate! Never went to
sleep when doing something. Inactivity is
a sign and cause of sleep.
/ / you will make up your mind to be
doing something as well as receiving, doing all the time, you are not apt to become
drowsy, you will keep wide awake spiritually.—A. C. Dixon.

We should tackle the race problem not
so much as a race, but as a human problem.—Philip Wells.
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Beholding the Central Cross
Seth C. Rees
"And the people stood beholding."
(Luke 23:35)
HERE must have been the greatest variety
. of feeling among those who witnessed
this strange tragedy; the tragedy of tragedies, that put into total eclipse every
phenomenon in all the spectacular world.
This strange action, accompanied by such
strange signs, must have had a varied effect upon those present.
There was one class present whose hearts
were steeled and consciences seared. Those
Roman soldiers who drove the spikes into
the flesh of the Saviour cared for nothing
except the booty for which they cast lots.
The chief rulers with fiendish ferocity
must have gloated over the agony of their
victim as they felt themselves avenged.
What strange emotions must have stirred
the breast of Peter as he stood afar off
and witnessed the crucifixion of his Lord.
It is easy to imagine that he would have
given a thousand worlds, if he had them,
to be able to., extract the darts which he
had thrust into the heart of Jesus.
Then I think of the centurion who was
so affected when the earth began to swing,
the rocks to open their seamy sides, and
the suil to refuse to shine while his creator
died, that he cried out, "Truly this was the
Son of God."
Think of those loyal, loving, heartbroken women as they beheld the helpless
anguish of the One in whom they trusted.
All around that hill were those different
classes and more. On the cross beside the
Saviour there was one who was reviling
and cursing; and while he was raging,
there was one on the other side of Jesus
who was at the mourner's bench pleading
for mercy.

T

When Jesus said, "It is finished," He
took the penitent thief on His arm and
swung through the gates of eternity with
him as a trophy snatched from the burning ; one thief in hellish rage and the other
sweeping through the gates washed white
in the warm blood of the Son of God.
Mothers, can you realize something of
the sorrow that filled His mother's heart?
She remembered the words of Simeon
thirty years before, "Yea, a sword shall
pierce thine own heart also."
From generation to generation, men and
women have "stood beholding." For two
thousand years, men have turned their eyes
toward that central cross. It has loomed
larger and loftier in the vision of the human race as the ages have rolled on. Every
turn in the holy Scriptures shows some
new light and different aspect of its manysided glory.

First, it is spoken of as a death. Death
scenes are always impressive. But this was
no ordinary death. This man did not have
to die. Here was One who chose to die.
His supreme mission was to die. Over His
cross every member of Adam's race may
write, "He died for me."
Here was more than a death scene. Crucifixion was chosen by the Romans as the
most severe of capital punishment for two
reasons. It was the most agonizing and it
was the most shameful death. In agony
every muscle was strained to its utmost
tension. The helpless body hung by its
own weight of torn flesh, slowly dying
from sheer anguish with no vital organ
wounded. He hung as a thief among
thieves.
His death was voluntary. He could by
a word or motion command a million angels, anyone of which could have rescued
Him. The good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep. "I have the power to lay
it down and I have the power to take it
again.'' Death itself could not come until
He said, "It is finished." Normal human
nature flees from death as the worst of
foes. But here was a man who all His
lifetime had this one supreme object: To
lay down His life for the sake of others.
His death was spoken of as a baptism.
"I have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how am I straightened till it be accomplished." It was ever present in His
thoughts. Its shadow was ever over His
way. He must have died a thousand deaths
before He approached the cross.

Gazing on the Cross
Wm. W. How
Lord Jesus, when we stand afar
And gaze upon Thy holy cross,
In love of Thee and scorn of self,
0 may w^e count the world as loss.
When we behold Thy bleeding wounds,
And the rough way that Thou hast trod,
Make us to hate the load of sin
That lay so heavy on our God.
0 holy Lord! uplifted high
With outstretched arms, in mortal
Embracing in Thy wdndrous love
The sinful world that, lies below!

woe,

Give us an everdiving faith
To gaze beyond the things we see;
And in the mystery of Thy death
Draiv us and all men after Thee!
—Selected.
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His death was a passion. Passion means
suffering. He poured out His soul unto
death. Intense must have been His agony.
It was also called a travail. Travail is
the severest form of human agony.
It was called a decease. That is more
than a death. A horse has a death, but
he never has a decease. Decease means an
outgoing and carries with it the idea of a
future life, a continued activity. It means
He has changed spheres and passed
through the gates of death to a higher and
more glorious ministry.
Again, His death was called a planting.
"If we have been planted with Him in the
likeness of His death, we shall also be in
trie likeness of His resurrection." Planting
suggests, not a funeral, but a garden. We
do not drop the lifeless remains of our
loved ones into the gloomy grave, but it
is like putting away a living seed with the
confidence that it will come forth with tenfold beauty in bud, blossom, and fruit.
His death was called a lifting up. As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, the cross is to be lifted up so that
all the world may behold Him.
His death was an accomplishment and
a great victory. He met and conquered
Satan and overthrew his kingdom. So, we
are made overcomers through the blood of
the lamb.
It was a reconciliation. It is here that
the offender and the offended may meet
and clasp hands. The cross is a badge of
the new creation. It is and will be an inspiriation in all time and through all eternity.—Pilgrim Holiness
Advocate.

Glorying in the Cross
A religion without the Cross is not
Christ's religion. He did not come merely
to blaze the way for us through the tangled
forest, to mark out the path for our feet,
or to give us an example of true living.
Neither did He come merely to be a teacher, to reveal to the world the character and
the will of God. He came to be a Saviour.
Woven into the very fiber of the gospel,
dyed into the texture of its threads, is the
thought of sacrifice, of expiation. Leave
out the passion, and what becomes of the
gospel?
A gospel without the print of the nails
is not the gospel of Christ, and the voice
that proclaims such a gosnel is the voice
of a stranger.—J. R. Miller
Beauty is to be acquired but it cannot
be won by earth's cosmetics. True beauty
can come to one on earth only by reflection
from heaven's glory. He who would be
beautiful must be made so by the transfiguring light of his soul's saintliness.
Christ in one gives Christlikeness to the
one who represents Christ. This is the
way to grow beautiful.—S. S. Times.
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Revival Fire
M. W. Knapp
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demons in hell cannot put it out. The
water they throw upon it seems to be transformed into oil, which but makes it mount
the higher.
It May Be Quenched.
It comes from God, and anything on the
part of the believer that grieves Him will
soon quench it, and any such thing persisted in will put it out.
It is Indispensable.
Without it, spiritual frigidity and death
reign.—Good Tidings.

It comes from Heaven.
It fills the soul of the believer. It ie
the Holy Spirit Himself.
It Revives.
As the heat of spring and summer awakens vegetation from the slumber of winter,
clothes the earth with green, and fills the
air with fragrance, so this fire brings life
and beauty out of coldness and death.
It Illuminates.
In it's light men see things which darkness hides, and forsake them, to walk
A Stepping Stone
henceforth in heaven's own light.
Esther L. Fields
It Detaches.
Under its holy heat people who have If I have been a stumbling
block,
been frozen tightly to the things that hin- In someone's path today,
der the soul are loosed from them to float If I have beein an erring one,
out into the ocean of God's saving grace.
Detracting from the way—
It Melts.
Under its holy heat the souls of its re- Then Lord, Ym sorry for the deed,
cipients are melted down, and become As you can only know,
flexible in Divine hands that mould them And pray, remove this stumbling block,
That, mars life's pathway so—
for the Master's work.
It Purifies.
And make of me a stepping stone,
Purging away the dross of inbred sin, it
And place me in the way,
initiates into the preserves in the blessed
That I might lift a fallen/one,
experience named by Jesus when He said,
Up from the miry
clay/
"Blessed are the pure in heart."
It Warms.
And show to him by deed of mine,
People who are chilled and freezing in That I'm in tune with Thee,
the winter air of formality and worldiness And may all self be hid in Christ,
on every hand, are warmed by its holy That he may plainly see
heat.
That Jesus is the Corner Stone,
It M'Oves.
Sdnt down from Heaven above,
It makes its possessor like the steamAnd placed within each searching heart,
engine, and generates the power that sets
As a gift of God's great love—
the soul going for God and for humanity.
It Spreads.
That's free to all who long to build,
As a little match aflame may soon cause From off the sinking sand,
a great conflagration, so the person aglow Forever safe from storm and doubt,
with this fire is often the means of a great In the hollow of His hand.
revival flame.
•—Selected.
It, Draws.
As nothing will call a crowd more
quickly than a fire alarm, so when this reNo Real Evidence of Any
vival fire breaks out, people flock to witGreat Revival
%
ness its manifestations.
It Protects.
Louis S. Bauman
Burning in the hearts of believers,
s
v
God's safeguard. It warns away t
T h e almost total lack of any evidence of
ves of sin and false doctrine that ..ould a great revival, turning men and women
prey upon the believer's life.
back to God in real repentance, is the porIt Unites.
tent that causes us to tremble for the world.
A stove may be full of separate lumps The world is suffering what might well be
of coal before the fire is applied, but they accepted as divine judgment. Yet men
then become melted into one glowing, fiery and women in no great numbers think upmass. So believers without this fire are on God. They pursue their evil ways. Inseparate; but under its influence all are difference to God and His Word seems to
melted into one body.
increase. Empty pews grow emptier.
It Cooks.
Small prayer meetings grow smaller. Beg•Sermons without it are like food that is garly offerings grow more beggarlv. Many
raw. It is only when they have passed church doors are actually closing through
through the heating process of this fire that the utter indifference of those who should
keep them open. And it must be admitted
they are fit for spiritual food.
that in not a few cases there is precious
Its Enemies Cannot Put It Out.
All the wicked men of earth and all the little loss through the closing of church
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doors. Some one tells the story of a man,
far back in a gallery at a church service,
who kept calling out, "Louder!" "Louder!" "Louder!" finally, a man in the front
pew, right undei the preacher's nose, arose
and asked,
"What's the trouble with you back
there?"
"I can't hear," was the reply.
"Then," said the man in the front pew,
"thank God and sit down!"
Probably good advice!
America's best-known humorist gave his
bit of daily wit to the newspapers. Trying to be funny, he was far from funny
-^•heart-breaking, rather! He said:
After finishing listening to the World
Series, I figured on account of it being
Sunday I could leave it turned on and
not have to listen to some politician,
but what do I get? Four preachers all
at different places. What was they doing, saving the sinner? No. Two of
'em was saving the Republicans and the
other two was saving the Democrats.
The old sinner won't get much consideration till after November 8. Yours,
Will Rogers.
Ah, even an unregenerate world sees and
rebukes the shepherds of the flock for their
folly!
Oh, that we might have the assurance,
Mr. Rogers, that "after November 8," "the
old sinner" might get some "consideration" once again, and hear the old-time
gospel of thegracje of God—grace made
possiWe^rEIm through the work of Christ
on Calvary! "For the preaching of the
eposs . . . is the power of God" (I Cor.
:18) unto salvation. Well, the patient
God may wait yet until "after November
8," but very, very soon, Protestantism must
make her decision: Back to the Cross with
its salvation, or forward to the throne with
its judgment!
Which shall it be?—The
King's Business.
I
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The Love of Christ
"To know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge" (Eph. 3:19).
The Apostle Paul exhausted every mathematical calculation in endeavoring to set
forth this glorious truth, and at last, in
writing to one group of Christians, he
could only get down on his knees and offer a prayer that they might be able to
comprehend "the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height, and to know the love of
Christ." Those dimensions may at least
help us in an humble endeavor to estimate
the unsearchable riches of our Saviour's
love.—Life of Faith.

> •«» — i
There are always those who are looking to professors of Christianity for something real, and if we get careless and .fall,
we are sure to drag others down,

